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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 2 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraphias 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. ! 

In claim 2, lines 3-4, the recitation "based on a supply voltage level of the 
host device" is vague and indefinite and thus incomplete because it is not clear 
whether this supply voltage level is exchanged with the display device. It is 
suggested that at line 3, "of should be replaced with "exchanged between the at 
least one display device and" in order to rectify the noted problem. 

In claim 20, lines 3-4, the recitation "to distinguish an off state of the host 
and the absence of a signal from the host device" is vague and indefinite 
because it is not clear to what it refers. I light of the page 8 of the specification, it 
appears that the term "synchronization" should be inserted right before the term 
"signal" in order to rectify the noted problem. Correction and/or clarification is 
required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 - 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1,3, 10, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Solhjell et al(5,375,245). 
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Solhjell et al disclose an image display system comprising at least one 
display device(3) connected to a host device(1) wherein an image is displayed on 
the at least one display device in accordance with an image signal which is 
output from the host device; and the at least one display device monitors a state 
of coupling with the host device( based on absence or presence of 
synchronization pulses(4)). 

As to the claims 1 3 and 16, Solhjell et al also teach that when the state of 
coupling with the host is canceled( i.e., in the absence of synchronization 
signals), each of the at least one display device independently administers power 



management thereof based on a prescribed setting(column 4, lines 
column 5, lines 1-18; figure 5). 



14-68; 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Solhjell et al in view of Mitchell et al(5,987,614). 

Solhjell et al is discussed above. Mitchell et al is cited to show that the 
broad concept of providing power saving feature for an LCD display device is 
old(see figure 1 4). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to replace the CRT monitor(3) of Solhjell with an LCD display device, as 
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evidenced by Mitchell et al, because both references are directed to power 
saving for a display device and further because Solhjell et al, at column 7, lines 
6-22, teach that their system is capable of working with digital circuitry as. 
opposed to analog CRT circuitry. Furthermore, substitution of one type of display 
device for another specific type of a display device is considered to be an 
equivalent alternative substitution, which is a matter of arbitrary design decision, 
well within the purview of one of ordinary skill in the art. 

6. Claims 4-9, 11-12, 14-15, 17 and 18 are allowed. 

7. Claim 21 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 10, 13, 16 and 19-21 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

It should be noted that the independent claims 1 and 10, do not specify or 
require that the at least one display device monitors the state of coupling with the 
host device based on a data-enable signal or a data transfer clock signal which is 
considered as the crux of the present invention. Thus, these two claims still read 
on the primary reference to Solhjel et al(5,375,245). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mike Fatahiyar whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
9:30 to 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the : 
examiner's supervisor, Patrick Edouard, can be reached on 571-272-7603. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll- 
free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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